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memories of the war vary
greatly, their recollections diverse
and complex. Novelist Fadela
Melhak explores the importance
of humanitarian action on
Algerians’ memories of war and
Algerian—French relations.

Next, novelist Amir Taj al-Sir
draws a sombre portrait of
Sudan, a country characterized
by futile disputes that erupt
between tribes and dissident
factions. This is followed by a
series of personal accounts

by humanitarian professionals.
Judge Omar Mekky blends the
personal and the legal, and
proposes a powerful slogan:
“Even wars have limits.” Memory
of place is also examined by Ola
al-Ojaily in a tour of the ancient
city of Aleppo, which has defied
destruction.

In addition to our focus on
memories, several contributors
discuss climate change following
the recent UN conference in
Glasgow and the role of social
media in driving this issue
forward.

As always, this edition contains
articles on the links between
IHL and sharia. Ahmed al-
Dawoody and Sarah Gale
present an approach based

on the civic character of the
natural environment according
to IHL and sharia. They examine
the similarities between both
disciplines and the degree of
compatibility between them.

The heritage of jurisprudence

in all its variety is brought to
bear on efforts to support the
environment during armed
conflict.

This edition also features

an interview with eminent
Moroccan thinker Idriss Fasi
Fihri, who discusses his views
on war, peace, international law
and Islam, particularly regarding
the treatment of prisoners of war
in the Islamic tradition.
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Memory and war

Contents

+ An inevitable climate catastrophe: Cautious optimism about the Glasgow Climate Pact, by: al-Insani's editor
Experts still believe that our world is headed towards a climate catastrophe despite the limited success of the COP26 summit in Glasgow, Scotland. Reducing the
use of coal as an energy source and supporting underdeveloped countries to address climate risk are two of the modest steps adopted at COP26.

+ Social media and climate change: Temporary momentum or a real impetus for behaviour change? by: Muhammed Allam, Egyptian researcher in mass
communication.

Climate change only recently became a matter of pressing concern for me personally when the figures and forecasts took the form of stories of human suffering in
poor and underdeveloped regions.

+ Protecting the environment during armed conflict: IHL and Islamic law, by: Ahmed al-Dawoody, ICRC legal adviser, and Sarah Gale, ICRC delegate.
Protecting the environment during armed conflict s attracting renewed attention in light of the ongoing climate and environment crisis. This is not a new
phenomenon, however; it can be seen in the deliberations of Muslim jurists as far back as the seventh and eighth centuries. Common questions exist between
current international humanitarian law (IHL) and these historical debates, including the basis on which the natural environment is protected and from which other
legal elements stem.

+ |driss Fassi Fihri: The principle of reciprocity in Islam does not extend to torture or to the mutilation of corpses, interviewed by: Ahmed Zaki Othman,
al-Insani's manging editor.

Eminent Moroccan professor of jurisprudence Idriss Fassi Fihri investigates fundamental legal Islamic issues and proposes new ways of understanding their
significance in today’s world. Over the years, he has crystallized original and advanced ideas in IHL and the protection of civilians during times of conflict. His book,
The Concept of Peace in Islam, analyses Islamic jurisprudence in order to identify areas common to humanity as a whole. In this interview, he expounds his views
on war and peace, international law and Islam, and the treatment of prisoners of war in Islam.

Issue File: Memory and war

+ When the fighting stops, wars are waged in the mind: The past, present and future of Algerian-French relations, by: Fadela Melhak, Algerian judge,
researcher and novelist.

Sadly, brutal and violent armed conflicts are a feature of recent history. They create complex memories in those who experience the violence and have lasting
repercussions on post-conflict relationships. Post-independence Algerian-French relations are a case in point, and these are examined by Fadela Melhak in this
article.

+ The ICRC as witness: Humanitarian landmarks in Algeria’s War of Independence, by: Lynda Bouali, ICRC communications officer, Algeria.
In July 2022, Algeria will mark the 60th anniversary of its liberation from French colonial rule. The fight for Algeria’s independence lives on in the collective memory of
Algerians and, as the anniversary approaches, we explore the ICRC’s humanitarian action at the time.

+ Embers of war reignited: Conflict is seared in Sudan’s memory as one war ends and another begins, by: Amir Taj al-Sir, Sudanese writer and novelist.
Sudan remains a hotbed of conflict despite repeated calls for peace and numerous intemational conferences designed to unify the country. It is characterized by
futile disputes that erupt between tribes and dissident factions. Sudan could be described as “warlike” or be forever stymied by those who want it to lurch from one
conflict to another.

+ Living on in memory: Missing people in the Middle East, by: Basant Abdel Meguid, ICRC IHL legal adviser, Middle East and North Africa.

People never forget their loved ones and strive to keep their memories alive. Neither the passage of time nor the rebuilding of lives and infrastructure will result in
healing if the issue of missing people is not resolved. A lack of information about their fate can lead to deep rifts that may prevent full recovery once conflict has
ended. Helping people know the fate of their loved ones is criical, not only for individuals but also for communities and their ability to heal and move forward.

+ Reuniting people: When empathy overrules selfishness, by: Rabab Samir, ICRC Restoring Family Links officer, Kuwait.

With an ICRC career spanning a decade, most of which she has spent working to reunite people, Rabab Samir has witnessed the suffering people endure when
separated from their families and loved ones, whether it be the result of natural disaster, armed conflict or economic crisis. In this article, she reflects on her
experiences.

+» Remembering what protecting human dignity means: Humanitarian lawyers and the limits of war and law, by: Omar Mekky, ICRC legal coordinator,
Middle East and North Africa

“Even wars have limits.” More than 15 years ago, this statement was uttered by an ICRC delegate in an [HL training session designed for top-flight public
prosecutors in Egypt. | am not sure if the delegate was aware of the impact of these four simple words on his audience, but they undoubtedly changed my life.

+ From Yemen to Iraq to Syria: Adnan Hizam - the death of my colleague still haunts me, an interview by Al-insani
In this series of interviews with ICRC field staff, we explore the nature of their work, the challenges they face and their experiences of humanitarian action. In this
edition, we interview communications officer Adnan Hizam, who produces messages and stories for a public audience as part of his role.

+ Avolunteer remembers: Life’s contradictions on the Syrian front lines, by: Rammah Zawan, former volunteer with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent
The first time | visited a Red Crescent office, my eyes fell upon a logo. It was a red crescent on a white background with seven accompanying words. “Humanity”
was the first word | read.

+ Sabah Fakhry welcomes you to Aleppo: The memory of place, by: Ola al-Ojaily, ICRC communications officer, Aleppo.
As you enter the ancient city of Aleppo through the Gate of Antioch, one of the city's five gates, you will probably hear the echoes of the famous Arab singer Sabah
Fakhry.

+ From glorifying the victor to describing suffering: Art as a witness of change, by: Dina Abo al-Fotouh, Egyptian artist and researcher

Throughout history, artists have employed different artistic devices to address the phenomenon of war, both to support it and to condemn it. Art has always had a
relationship with war: as a means of resistance or to raise awareness, to document its impact or to represent those affected by its scourge. However, artistic memory
has itself sometimes become a victim of war.

+ Representations of war: Memory, fictionalization and revival in the modern Arabic novel, by: Ehab al-Mallah, Egyptian writer and criic.

Critics of the contemporary Arabic novel almost unanimously agree that talking about the Arabic novel and its treatment of war and defeat supposes or implicitly
acknowledges that literature and art are both evolving phenomena that influence and are influenced by the surrounding environment. Such a hypothesis is an
acknowledgement that the novel is a portrayal of human experience, not just sets of systems, structures and symbols.

+ Sketching as an act of resistance: An Iraqi artist documents the plight of the displaced, by: Avin Yassin, ICRC communications officer, Erbil.

Life in an Iraqi displacement camp is tough, but talent and hope are abundant among the people who live there. Many want to make their mark on the world while
drawing attention to their plight. Avin Yassin introduces Zahra, a talented young Iraqi who lives in a camp in norther Iraq. Her dire circumstances have not deterred
her from pursuing her hobby of drawing.

+ Book Review: The Book About Me, by Faten Khalil, ICRC regional production officer
The Book About Me is part of the Birds in Flight programme, which was started in 2010 by the Swedish Red Cross to address the needs of children who have
developed or are at risk of developing mental health conditions as a result of war, torture or forced migration.

+ Without Retouches: Imagine we have migrated to a sunless world, by: Nada Thaqeb, Egyptian writer and photographer
From around the world

+ Publications

Editorial

Remembering war: Humanity can
change the future

Il wars create memories;
some fuel the flames of
future violence, others
are the building blocks
of a better tomorrow.
A memory is a record of war:
perhaps one that was fought to
defend an identity or to avenge
past grievances, or one that was
waged in the hope of a better
future. Memories of war are
never in short supply, and when
war breaks out, there is always
the risk that the memories of it
will perpetuate future violence.
However, this is only part of the
picture. Memories of war may
also be constructive and drive a
desire for peace.
The opposite of remembering
war is not necessarily forgetting
or collective amnesia — it could
be a memory of humanitarian
action. Rarely acknowledged,
remembering can focus on the
individuals and communities
who worked to alleviate the
suffering of those who took no
part in the fighting. It is these
memories that inspire humane
behaviour today.
More than 150 years have
passed since A Memory of
Solferino was published by
Henry Dunant, the Swiss pioneer
of humanitarian action, who died
in 1910. The book — published
three years after he witnessed
the Battle of Solferino — records
his memories of a war that
haunted him. Dunant’s record
of suffering led to humanitarian
organizations being established
around the world to help
people in distress and danger.
Dunant’s work also helped lay
the foundations of international
humanitarian law (IHL).
This edition of al-Insani explores
the human experience of
remembering war, beginning
with the Algerian War of
Independence. Algerians’
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